








HELP SHAPE HIGHLAND'S FUTURE!

THIS EVENT IS ABOUT "SETTING THE
STAGE FOR CHANGE" AND WORKING

CURRENT
CONCERNS
WITH THE
NEIGHBORHOOD,
AND WHAT YOU
SEE AS PRIORITIES FOR CHANGE.
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FLYER DISTRIBUTED THROUGHOUT THE NEIGHBORHOOD FOR OPEN HOUSE #3

UNDERSTANDING THE ISSUES: HELP
RE-SHAPE THE FUTURE OF HIGHLAND
AT OUR NEXT COMMUNITY

OPEN HOUSE>+

FOOD & DRINKS SERVED FROM 5:00PM.
FOR ADDITONAL INFO: 716-465-1515

Come and hear our findings and share your ideas for a new, brighter
future for Highland - including new land uses, new types of businesses,
new community uses, new employment uses and new opportunities for
change. Help re-shape Highland by transforming its brownfields and
creating a bright Vision for the future.

Learn more about the Brownfield C ject. Go to the Attain Laboratory and visit our website at:

WWW. SHAPEHIGHLANDSFUTURE COM

This document was prepared for the City of Niagara Falls, the Highland Community Revitalization Committee, Inc. the New York State DOSand the New York State DEC
with State funds provided through the BrownfieldOpportunity Area Program, with additional funds provided by USEPA.

o YA N —_ye e i o O

48



The Revitalization of the
Highland Community

ki Highland Community

oot 2

Opportunities for Development, Housing
and Employment in the North End

Date: Sept. 23, 2008 COME AND HEAR PRESENSTIONS REGARDING:
Globe Metallurgical, Inc. (Job Opportunities)
Santarosa Holdings, Inc. (Job Opportunities)

Place: Doris Jones St. Mary’s Neighborhood Clinic (New Construction)
Family Resouce Bldg. Homebuyer Education

Highland BOA Update
Tract Il Site Clean-up

Time: 6:00pm

HOPE VI Update
@ Unity Park Il
Highland Community
Revitalization Committee, Inc. "

1750 Tennessee Avenue
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Buffalo News

Future of Highland Avenue to be
discussed today

Public meeting at 5 p. m. will focus on cleanupof old
industrial sites in Falls’ North End

By Denise Jewell Gee
NEWS NIAGARA BUREAU
October 23, 2008

NIAGARA FALLS — City residents will have the chance to speak out today about what
they would like to see for the future of the Highland Avenue community as government
agencies try to clean up old industrial sites and breathe new life into vacant properties.

A team developing a study to create a state Brownfield Opportunity Area in the
neighborhoods surrounding Highland Avenue will hold its third public meeting at 5 p. m.
in the Doris W. Jones Community Resource Building, 3001 Ninth St.

The public meeting is part of a series of open houses designed to help shape a plan for
addressing brown-fields — typically vacant and contaminated industrial sites — in a 560-
acre area of the city’s North End.

“This is the really critical moment and critical period,” said Henry Taylor Jr., director of
the Center for Urban Studies at the University at Buffalo. “We’ve been working with the
neighborhood and the community very closely over this period, and in particular, we’ve
been able to get some very significant input from the neighborhood in terms of the things
that they want to see happen.”

The team is developing an in-depth analysis of the area and a plan to revitalize its
neighborhoods. It is funded through a $375,000 Brownfield Opportunity Area grant the
city qualified for in 2004.

The Rev. William T. Spencer, chairman of the Highland Community Revitalization
Committee, said community leaders have been focused for two decades on getting former
industrial sites in the North End

cleaned up.

“The Highland area, this is the main corridor for the African American community. This
used to be a very industrial area,” Spencer said. “Those companies have closed down and



moved, and they left this area contaminated. So here again, we’ve been trying to get this
area cleaned up and hopefully get some industry back in here.”

Spencer said several recent developments — including the planned reopening and
expansion of the Globe Metals plant — have given community leaders hope that the
neighborhood is on its way up.

Part of the Highland study includes developing ways to connect community members to
redevelopment opportunities, Taylor said.

The 18-month program included a six-week mini-course to teach residents about brown-
fields.

The team — which includes several consulting firms, including Urban Strategies of
Toronto — expects to complete and submit the study to the state early next year.

“It’s not just a brownfield remediation project,” Taylor said. “But it’s a brownfield
remediation project that will be used to spark the regeneration of the entire community,
and that’s why this open house is so important.”

digeei@buffnews.com




Niagara Gazette

NIAGARA FALLS: Rebuilding a better Highland

By Rick Forgione

October 23, 2008 10:11 pm

—- Ritchie Gore has a long wish list of ideas and development projects to revitalize
Highland Avenue and the surrounding North End neighborhoods.

For starters, the depressed area could use its own grocery store and gas service station.
Once those basic essentials are in place, she wouldn’t mind a few “green” industrial
businesses or medical offices to open and begin offering jobs.

Maybe then, children wouldn’t have to leave the neighborhood, let alone the city.

“My kids grew up in this neighborhood but went to college someplace else and now live
somewhere else,” said Gore, who has lived in the Highland community for 26 years. “If it
wasn’t so bad here, then maybe they would’ve been able to stay. You can’t dwell on all
of the broken promises and what’s happened in the past, you have to work for the future.”
For the North End, that future is now — and residents are being asked to shape it.

Close to 50 people attended a forum Thursday at the Doris Jones Family Resource Center
to hear a presentation by Urban Strategies Inc., which was hired by the city in January to
help the Highland community become a Brownfield Opportunity Area.

Brownfields are typically defined as property on which development is hindered by
contamination or the possibility of contamination. Opportunity areas are eligible for state
employment credits, which are enticing to new businesses or expansions.

In 2004, the city received a $375,000 grant to develop a revitalization plan targeting 560
acres of land classified as brownfields in the North End. Of that area, close to 200 acres is
currently vacant land, said Mark Reid, a partner with Urban Strategies.

Thursday’s community forum represented the halfway point of the four-tier process,
which is expected to be completed by next spring and will result in a detailed master plan
submitted to the state for the redevelopment of brownfields and other revitalization
strategies.

“How do we make this Highland community a better place to live, work, play and raise a
family?" asked Henry Taylor, director of the Center for Urban Studies, which is one of
the partners in the process. “That’s why we’re all here tonight.”

Urban Strategies presented an analysis of the challenges facing the Highland community
and an outline of the opportunities, including capitalizing on the alternative energy and
tourism industries. Following the 45-minute presentation, the audience was split into
work groups and encouraged to develop ideas for development that may be implemented
into the master plan.

“We want you to help us better what we have here,” said Urban Strategies Inc. partner
Melanie Hare. “Tell us what you want Highland to be in the next 10 to 20 years.”

Taylor, whose team has conducted countless interviews with North End residents, said
every request and proposal has had a common theme.

“No matter what we do, make sure we get more jobs into this community,” he said.
“We’ve heard that over and over again.”

Copyright © 1999-2008 cnhi, inc.



Can Harriet Tubman lure tourists?

By Denise Jewell Gee — Buffalo NEWS NIAGARA BUREAU
Updated: 09/28/08 6:51 AM

NIAGARA FALLS — Evidence that Harriet Tubman used a suspension bridge that once
spanned the Niagara River has been around for 139 years.

In her own words, Tubman described one of her journeys through Niagara Falls to
biographer Sarah Hopkins Bradford. It was Tubman’s seventh or eighth trek from
Maryland to Canada to bring fugitive slaves to freedom.

As she crossed over the bridge into Canada with four companions, Tubman directed her
fellow travelers to look upstream to the falls. The waters of the Niagara roared below
them.

Bradford’s biographical “Scenes in the Life of Harriet Tubman™ has been in print since
1869.

But the history has long been overshadowed in tourist exhibits that surround Niagara
Falls.

Now, state and city officials are working to change that. A plan to create a museum in
Niagara Falls dedicated to the

Underground Railroad moved forward this month and could soon get a permanent staff
member.

Attorneys for the city and the state’s Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic
Preservation are finalizing an agreement to dedicate a state parks employee, Kevin E,
Cottrell, to develop the interpretive center in a city-owned stone building that once
housed a U. S. Customs House.

The new museumn would serve as a gateway from the site of the old suspension bridge to
a cultural district on north Main Street focused on Underground Railroad heritage.

The neighborhood will build on two decades of work by Cottrell and others to turn the
region’s rich history into a product that will draw tourists to Underground Railroad sites
throughout Western New York.

“We want to bring those people out of the periphery of State Parks, get them into the city
of Niagara Falls, send them to Lewiston, send them off to Lockport — Lockport is
important — and then ultimately send them off to Erie County,” Cottrell said. “We’re

the gateway.”



The planned museum will be the region’s second permanent exhibit on the Underground
Railroad. The first opened two years ago in the Castellani Art Museum at Niagara
University.

But in Niagara Falls State Park, daredevils, park luminary Frederick Law Olmsted and
electric engineer Nikola Tesla still get more attention in exhibits and statues than Harriet
Tubman’s work at the suspension bridge.

It may be just the right time to develop the new attraction.

Officials are moving forward with the plans at a time when a nonfiction book on Niagara
Falls that highlights its significance on the Underground Railroad is receiving national
attention.

Ginger Strand, author of “Inventing Niagara, Beauty, Power and Lies,” parallels the pre-
Civil War escapades of tight-rope walker Charles Blondin in Niagara Falls with fugitive
slaves that were escaping to Canada a few miles downriver.

“I think we're just recovering that history,” Strand said last week during a WBFO-FM
“Meet the Author™ series talk. “It’s a difficult time in American history to talk about. It’s
not a very feel good time, whereas stunting, everyone’s always interested in that because
it’s sensational.”

The difficulty in chronicling the story of the Underground Railroad, compared with the
highly publicized antics of Niagara Falls daredevils, is that the long journeys to freedom
for slaves traveling along the metaphorical railroad were supposed to be secret.

There is nothing at the site of the old suspension bridge — long ago replaced by the
Whirlpool Bridge — to denote the clandestine travelers who once crossed there to
freedom.

“It’s like doing the history of bootlegging,” said Mayor Paul

A. Dyster. “It was designed not to leave trails. It’s difficult to interpret for that reason, but
we're trying.”

The museum would be part of an estimated $33 million project to turn the vacant U. 8.
Customs House into a new passenger rail station.

About $2 million in federal transportation money already has been dedicated to restoring
the stone building, and the city has applied for another $306,836 in state grants and
greenway funds for interior work for the interpretive center.

Officials envision that the museum will serve as a type of trail-head that will lead visitors
to a heritage corridor on north Main Street focused on the Underground Railroad. A
proposed park with a Harriet Tubman theme would link the two areas.



Officials also want to create a marker or statute near the base of the Whirlpool Bridge to
denote where the suspension bridge once stood.

The plan would build on 20 years of work by Cottrell and others to develop the region’s
Underground Railroad lore into a niche heritage tourism product that could draw tourists
throughout Western New Work.

Cottrell said people outside the tourism industry often don’t realize that the Whirlpool
Bridge area has already become a pilgrimage for some travelers.

“The Whirlpool Bridge has now become an attraction,” Cottrell said. “It was featured on
the Travel Channel.”

Dyster hopes the interpretive center and rail station will be a focal point for a number of
activities geared toward travelers — whether it’s exploring the Underground Railroad

heritage or fishing in the Niagara River for steelhead.

“We've been saying for years this is a spectacular sight,” Dyster said. “Absolutely
spectacular because of the view from the bridge.”

It’s the same view Tubman was urging her travelers to see more than a century ago as
they traveled north.

djgee@buffnews.com

Kevin Cottrell would be the point man.





